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Buckeye Airlifter

Governor viats179th

By: M Sgt. Randy Dunham
179th Wing Historian

SM Sgt. George Velez completed his
briefing about the success of the
Medical Squadron’s deployment to
Belize to the room full of planners and
leaders. Most nodded their approval at
the benchmark deployment.

Then Velez began talking about arating
the Medical Squadron hopesto achieve
that will make them available to support
Federal Emergency Management Agency
requirements to establish something
similar toaM*A*S*H unitinthetimeof a
national emergency. A huge smileflashed
across his face when the man at the head
of thetable offered asincere“call meif
there’ sanything | cando to help.”

That man was the governor of Ohio, and
he was offering his help to one of the best
Medical Squadron’sin the nation. The
governor visited the 179" during the
September UTA to view firsthand how his
troops were preparing for an upcoming
inspection and to check the status of the
179" s depl oyment capabilities.

“The most important thing you need to
know isthat we' reready,” said Col.
Richard Green, 179" Airlift Wing com-
mander. “ Asyou can see from our
deployment history, our state of readiness
and our commitment from our unit
members—we' re ready.”

during tour of Guard

MR

Gov. Bob Taft conducts a mass re-enlistment during his visit to the 179th AW in September.

During hisvisit to the base, Taft
administered areenlistment oath to 13
unit members.

“That gesture by the governor will go
along way in helping with retention and
in boosting morale,” said M Sgt. John
Gibson, NCOIC career enhancement.
“Those 13 people will aso have anice
keepsake to look back on after they’ve
ended their Guard careers.”

In addition to the command briefing
and the reenlistment ceremony, the
governor toured the base, ate lunch at
the base dining facility with some

enlisted unit members, received a
chemical warfare demonstration and
toured a C-130.

“1"m here to thank the Guard for the
sacrifice its members make to protect us
and our liberties,” Taft said. “They
know freedom is not free. We're very
proud of them.”

Thevisit to the unit by the governor
was the second in lessthan ayear. He
cameto Mansfield shortly after Sept. 11,
2001 as some security forces members
were about to be activated.

Lifeisgood and bad

By: Chaplain Bob Jackson

The great puzzle of lifeisthat it ismuch
amixed bag of good and bad, joy and
pain, the ordinary and thetragic. All
generations have wondered about this.
If God is so good, why do bad things
happen? Some we bring on ourselves,
but often there isno known reason. Itis
amystery (something beyond our
understanding) that we must deal with.
While we may never understand life,
Scripture offers some helpful insights.
Job loses everything and after hiswife

wishes he were dead, he responds “We
accept good thingsfrom God; and
should we not accept evil?” He might
not understand but he was going to
work with what he had. One of my
favorite sayings echoesthis. “Events
do not change us, our reactions do!”

St. Paul reminds us not to become
discouraged for “despite the increase of
sin, grace has far surpassed it.” After
the destruction of Jerusalem, Jeramiah
wroteto the survivors, “for | know well
the plans| have in mind for you, says
theLord. Plansfor your welfare, not for
woe! Plansto giveyou afuturefull of

hope” (29:11). Faith does not take away
the pain of dealing with the mentd,
physical and emotional challengesof life,
but it gives us awell founded hope for
throughout history goodness has
overcome the temporary dark nesses that
cloud human life. Just before Jesus
raised the dead little girl to life, hetold her
parents“fear isuseless, what isneeded is
trust” (Mk 5:36). Trustin God, trustin
what God has created in you and your
brothers and sisters, trust that God' s plan
isto bring us good even out of the pain
we suffer for with God all thingsare
possible.




